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How YouTube
recommends videos

Recommendations help viewers discover content they love. We take
into account many signals, including watch and search history to
recommend videos relevant to viewers. At the same time, we provide
controls to help viewers manage the recommendations they see. We
also have systems in place to reduce recommendations of harmful
misinformation and borderline content.
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Recommended videos and topics are found
on YouTube's homepage and in the “Up next”
section as a suggestion of what to watch
next when watching a video.
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How are videos recommended to viewers?

We take into account many signals to recommend videos that are relevant to each viewer.
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How does YouTube protect viewers from harmful recommendations?

In 2019, we announced changes to our recommendation systems to reduce the spread of borderline content, resulting in a
70% drop in watchtime on non-subscribed, recommended content in the U.S. that year. We saw a drop in watchtime of
borderline content coming from recommendations in other countries as well. As of March 2021, we have now rolled out
changes to our recommendation system to reduce borderline content in every market where we operate.

How do you find and limit borderline content?
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External evaluators make Machine learning systems Systems review videos at up and down, our goal is to have views
multiple assessments on build models based on scale to find and limit the of non-subscribed, recommended
the quality of a video consensus from evaluators spread of borderline content borderline content below 0.5%.

How can viewers control what is recommended to them?

YouTube offers viewers a range of tools which enable them to both fine tune their experience on the platform and decide
what personal information is used to influence recommendations.

Manage personal activity signals
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Delete playlist? You can see and delete your activity using the
Review and delete items in your history controls on this page.
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Remove specific videos from Clear or pause watch Remove liked videos and View and control browsing
watch and search history and search history edit or delete playlists history across Google at
myactivity.google.com
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https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/57711
http://myactivity.google.com/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/6083634
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https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/9040743?hl=en#:~:text=To%20browse%20incognito%2C%20tap%20your,in%20or%20browse%20in%20Incognito.
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