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Primary health care 

The Executive Board, recalling resolution WHA72.2 (2019) on primary health care, which 

welcomed the Declaration of Astana and requested the Director-General, inter alia, to develop, in 

consultation with Member States, an operational framework for primary health care for consideration 

by the Seventy-third World Health Assembly; and recalling the United Nations General Assembly 

resolutions 74/2 (2019) and 74/20 (2019), and taking note of the report by the Director-General,1 

decided: 

(1) to emphasize the importance of strengthening health systems in order for primary health 

care to provide comprehensive, quality, accessible and affordable first-level health services, 

which are fundamental to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and 

promote well-being for all at all ages) in particular, target 3.8 on achieving universal health 

coverage, and other health-related Sustainable Development Goals; 

(2) to request the Director-General: 

(a) to support Member States in strengthening primary health care, with an emphasis on 

national implementation efforts, drawing on expertise from across the Organization as 

needed; 

(b) to finalize, in consultation with Member States, for consideration by the 

Seventy-third World Health Assembly, an operational framework on strengthening primary 

health care, taking into account WHO’s health system model and its six building blocks, 

and taking into account, as appropriate, the WHO–UNICEF document, A vision for primary 

health care in the 21st century: towards universal health coverage and the Sustainable 

Development Goals.2 
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1 Document EB146/5. 

2 WHO and UNICEF. A vision for primary health care in the 21st century: towards universal health coverage and the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2018 (https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/328065, 

accessed 3 February 2020). 
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