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Public Law 96-368
96th Congress
An Act

To uthorlmthe tofEnm‘gyhomn'y a high-level d nuclear _ Oct. 1, 1980
- demonstration at the Westem Newu'?m ork Service [S. 2443]
OanberinWaat Va!ley New York.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assemb Jont Valiey
Secrion 1. Act may be cited as the “West Valley Demonstra- 570 0 e
t"m P"" ect Act”. 42 USC 2021a

. (a) The Secretary shall carry out, in accordance with this note.
hlgbe level radioactive waste management demonstration 42 USC 2021a
§ k ect at the Western New York Service Center in West Valley, New note.
01'

for the p of demo: solidification techniques
hich can be for preparing evel radioactive waste for
dmaLact Pnder the project the shall carry out the follow- Activities.
ing activities:
(1) The Secretary shall sohd:fy in a form suitable for transpor-
tation and Lot h leve ive waste at the

Center by vxt:nficatlon or by such technology which the
Secretary etemunes to be the most effective for solidification.
(2) The Secre develop containers suitable for the

pfth Dt of the high level radioactive waste solidified

at the Center.

(8) The Secretary shall, as soon as feasible, transport, in
accordance with applicable provisions of law, the waste solidified
at the Center to an appropriate Federal repository for permanent

(E] The Secretary shall, in accordance with applicable licensing
requirements, of low level radioactive waste and transu-
ranic waste produced by the solidification of the high level
radioactive waste under the fergect.

(5) The Secretary shall taminate and decommission—

(A) the tanks and other facilities of the Center in which
the high level radioactive waste solidified under the project

was stored,
(B) the facilities used in the solidification of the waste, and
(C) any material and hardware used in connection with

e project,
ocorgance with such requirements as the Commission may

(bPBet‘om undertahng the project and during the fiscal yearendmg
ptember3 the Secretary shall carry out the following: ‘
éecretary shall hold in the vicinity of the Center hc Hearings.
hearmgs to inform the residents of the area in which the
is located of the activities proposed to be undertaken under the
proiect and to receive their comments on the project.
(2) The shall consider the various technologies avail-
able for the solidification and handling of high level radioactive
wastefa.hnwtoaoeounttheumquechamctemﬁcaofsuch
waste at the Center.
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State costs.
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application.

42 USC 2011
note.
42 USC 5801
note.

Publication
in Federal

Register.

(8) The shall—
(A) unde detailed engineering and cost estimates for

the project,

(Bgrpqu;pam a plan for the safe removal of the level
radioactive waste at the Center for the purposes of solidifica-
tion and include in the plan provisions respecting the safe
breaching of the tanks in which the waste is stored, operat-
ingh!;?quipment to accomplish the removal, and sluicing

techniques,

(C) conduct a iate safety analyses of the project, and

(D) prepare environmental impact analyses of

e project.

(4) The tary shall enter into Fzmmﬁve ment
with the State in accordance with the Grant and Cooper-
:ﬁivigAgreemn ement Act of 1977 under which the State will carry out

efo :

({&}_ﬁesmtewinmakeavaﬂpblemthe&crqtarythe
facilities of the Center and the high level radioactive waste

at the Center which are necessary for the completion of the
prﬁlecf.' The facilities and the waste shall be made available
without the transfer of title and for such period as may be
uired for completion of the project.
) The Sec shall
secunri'_lg required license amendments.

(C) The State shall eJ)ay 10 per centum of the costs of the

project, as determin the . In determining the
of the ect, the consider the value of
the use of nter for the project. The State may not use
Federal funds to pay its share of the cost of the project, but
use the perpetual care fund to pay such share.

%) Submission jointly by the Department of Energy and
the State of New York of an a::glieetion for a licensing
amendment as soon as ible with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission providing for the demonstration.

(c) Within one year from the date of the enactment of this Act, the

enter into an agreement with the Commission to
establish arrangements for review and consultation by the Commis-
sion with respect to the project: Provided, That review and consul-
tation by the Commission pursuant to this subsection shall be
conducted informally by the Commission and shall not include nor
require formal procedures or actions by the Commission ﬁg;suant to
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, the Energy Reorganiza-
tion Actfof },}?ﬁ" as amended, or any other law. The agreement shall
provide for ollowing:

(1) The Secretary shall submit to the Commission, for its
review and comment, a plan for the solidification of the high
level radioactive waste at the Center, the removal of the waste
for pu of its solidification, the preparation of the waste for

i , and the decontamination of the facilities to be used in
solidifying the waste. In preparing its comments on the plan, the
Commission shall ity with precision its objections to any
provision of the plan. Upon submission of a plan to the i
sion, the Secretary shall publish a notice in the Federal Register
of the submission of the plan and of its availability for public
inspection, andl.aunpottil:eee:pt of the a%.ﬁmeu%tﬁg the Comm thg

a plan, the Secretary P a notice in
mnﬁeginw of the receipt of the comments and of the
availability of the comments for public inspection. If the Secre-



PUBLIC LAW 96-368—OCT. 1, 1980

does not revise the plan to meet objections specified i
%montaofthecumxmgmn, Seuetarysha]lpublishmthe
Federal Register a detailed statement for not so revising the

plan.
(2) The Secretary shall consult with the Commission with
respect to the form in which the high level radioactive waste at
thecentershallbesohdiﬁedandthecontainerstoheusedinthe
{SJ'I‘heSecramshallsubmittotheCommimonsafety
to mu&“m health and
pu
e A il e el
(4}TheSecretaryshallaﬁ' thaCommmonaccesstothe
Center to enable the Commission to monitor the activities under
the project for the purpose of assuring the public health and
(d)Incarrymgoutthaproject,theSecretaryshalleonsultwiththe
Administrator of the Environmental Protection . , the Secre-
tvaryof’l‘ransportatmn,themrectorofthe(}eol Survey, and the
r of the Center.
SEc 3 (@) are authorized to be a iated to the Secretary
gpmregtnotmorethsnsﬁ,ow for the fiscal year ending
(b) The total amount obligated for the project by the Secretary shall
be 90 per ceni:umoft.hecoetlhqEl of the Sl
(c) The authority of the Secretary to enter into contracts under this
Actshallbeeffechveforanyﬁscalyearonlytosuchextentormsuch
amounts as are madva.nceby
Skc. 4. Not later than Fel
calendar year thereafter d
sha]ltransmlttotheSpeaker%
detatled dusoriotian of tho activitios of o mSemE ¢
on e activi in ou
the ect.mcfﬁdmgagmementsenteredmtoand %
dunng period reported on and the activities to be undertaken in
thenextﬁsealyearandtheestlmatedcoatathemof
Skc. 5. (a) Other than the costs and responsibili ;
this Act for the ect,nothmgi.nth:lsActshallheconstruedas
affecting ts, obligations, or liabilities of the commercial
operatnr of the Center, the State, or aniy &eﬁo n, as is appropdate,
anamgundartheAtomlcEnersyActof 9 under any other law,

contract, or agreement for n, maintenance, or decontami-
gggzocr; otfe an famhty or at the Center or for wastas at
n r

heableheemmgrmmementoftheAtomm Actofl 5401-
tg dm Act of 1974. This Act not apply or be
any tacili

g progtrtyatthecenterwhinh%notumdm
eonductmti construed to expand or
tsoftheFederal

may not be

Government.
(b) This Act does not authorize the Federal Government to acquire
title to any high level radioactive waste at the Center or to the Center

or any portion
Sm(?)FWPﬁhmAct:
term “Secretary” means the Secretary of Energy.
(2) The term “Commission” means the Nuclear Regulatory

mn.
(8) The term “State” means the State of New York.
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42 USC 2014.

4)Theterm “high level radioactive waste” means the high
level radioactive waste

waste which was produced by the re
at the Center of tnuclear fuel. Sl:lchterm mclpudea bo?.ﬁ
aﬁ:&dwasteawhl uced ¢

The A

nated with elements which have an atomic number greater than

92, including neptunium, plutonium, americium, and curium,

and which are in concentrations greater than 10 nanocuries per

gram, or in such other concentrations as the Commission may
to the public health and safety.

waste not classified as high level radioactive waste, transuranic
waste, orbyproductmatenalasdeﬁnedmsechonlla (2) of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954.

(7) The term “project” means the project prescribed by section

2(a).
(8) The term “Center” means the Western New York Service
Center in West Valley, New York.

Approved October 1, 1980.
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